The Man Blind from Birth
“The Unknown”

“’Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that,
whereas I was blind, now I see.’ Then said they to him again, ‘What did
he to thee? How opened he thine eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told
you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again?
Will ye also be his disciples?’ Then they reviled him, and said, ‘Thou art
his disciple; but we are Moses' disciples.’”
John 9:25-28

The story of the blind man as told to us in John, Chapter 9 has many promises for us as well. The
disciples asked Christ why this man was blind. Was it because he had sinned, or that his parents had
sinned. They thought he had been born blind for some sin committed. Jesus told them that neither
the man nor his parents had sinned to cause this blindness, but that God’s work would be manifested
through this blindness. Through the bad, God can make good, just as he does with us. But Christ’s
healing the blind man went much deeper than just the actual healing. He did it on the Sabbath!
Christ spit on the ground, made clay, and anointed the eyes of the blind man. He told him to wash in
the pool of Siloam. The man did as Christ had told him and he could see. His neighbors who had
known him as the blind beggar asked him how this had happened. He told them that Jesus had made
clay, put it on his eyes, and told him to go to the pool of Siloam. The key verse tells us that the blind
man was willing to do as Christ had commanded him.
The Pharisees were upset. After all, they were a controlling group, and now this young man named
Jesus was pulling people away from their control. And he wasn’t working with them. He was working
with the poor, the lame, and the “lower” class. They had to find something about him that they could
use to try to stop this message of Jesus that was spreading in the local area like wild fire. Then, they
had a thought! The Pharisees also asked the young man how he had received his sight. He told them
the same thing he had told his neighbors. Then the Pharisees said Christ could not be of God, because
he healed on the Sabbath day. They claimed he had violated the laws of Moses, and they kept the laws
of Moses so they were sure he was not of God. And there was a division among them. Therefore, he
was a sinner and a sinner wouldn’t be able to do such miracles. The Pharisees approached the
parents to get their input. We must remember that the parents were afraid of the Jews because they
ruled with an iron hand. The parents responded that all they knew was that their son had been blind
from birth, but now he could see. The parents told the Pharisees to ask the young man; he was of age.
Their son responded as seen in the scripture above – with the same answer he had given the
neighbors. So, the story does not end with the giving of sight as we know it today.
The Pharisees wanted to find something to get control of this man who claimed to be the Messiah.
They called the young man in a second time and questioned him; he did not change his story. When
they could not get him to say that Christ was a sinner they threw him out on the street. Jesus went to
the young man and asked him if he believed in the Son of Man. The young man answered, “‘Who is
he, Lord, that I might believe on him?’” Then Christ told him that it was he, the one who had given
him his physical sight. The young man said “I believe.” Now the Pharisees were really upset. They
accused Christ of calling them blind. This was the opportunity that Christ wanted! He told them that
if they were blind they would be blameless, but since they knew the truth they were accountable for
every fault and failure. So, are we all accountable for the sins we knowingly commit every day.
Christ had performed many miracles that day. We think of the one about the blind man seeing, but
what about the miracle of changing hearts of the young man’s parents, his neighbors, and perhaps
even some of the Pharisees.
Through this story and many others of people who were not “important” enough to have a name we
see the early working of Christ that led to his disciples taking The Message into the entire world that
we might have the same sight as this young man, blind from birth.
Prayer: Heavenly Father, Please help us to realize the great gifts you have given to us and help us to
use those gifts to help others so they can accept the gift of eternal life you have prepared for us. Help
us to accept each day in faith, and seek to do your will here on earth with the assurance that you are
the Messiah, the Son of God. In name of Jesus Christ we pray.
1.

In Matthew 12, we have another example of Christ healing on the Sabbath. What was the
purpose of Christ’s healing? Was its being done on the Sabbath important?

2. How should we keep the Sabbath? Is it just another day to catch-up on what we didn’t get
done through the week?
3. What does the Scripture mean that man was not made for the Sabbath, but that the Sabbath
was made for man?
© Gail Kennedy Keffer

