Andrew’s Fish

“Ordinary Object, Extraordinary Meanings”

[ “For with God nothing shall be impossible” Luke 1:37 ]

We don’t often stop to realize that Andrew was the first
disciple called. He had been a follower of John the Baptist and
when John proclaimed Jesus as “the Lamb of God,” Andrew
went and spent time with him. After he had met Christ he
immediately went and found Peter. He told him “We have
found the Messiah” John 1:41. We don’t hear much more

: about Andrew speaking up, but his faith was strong. Andrew
is mentioned when the disciples asked Jesus about His prophecy that the Temple would
be torn down. He and Phillip took some Greeks to Jesus who wanted to meet him. The
third time is the feeding of the five thousand.

As He questioned the disciples on where they could get some food for the people, they
told Him that there wasn’t enough money to feed all those people. That is, all except
one. That one was Andrew. He told Christ, "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves
and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" John 6:8-9 NIV  After
Christ multiplied the loaves and fish the people saw what had happened. They were
ready to snatch Him and make Him king.

Andrew trusted. Most of us would have probably said “Thanks kid, but that isn’t a ‘drop
in the bucket for the people we have to feed.” Here again we have a small child with
faith that his food could help, and Andrew presented it to Christ. He didn’t turn the
child away. He thought it was worth giving them to Christ. Christ didn’t disappoint
Andrew or the child. This gesture of Andrew and the two loaves and five fish feeding
over 5,000 people was just another one of those times that helped people realize that
this person really was someone special. It is not difficult to see why they were amazed.

We can have that same trust, but with trust comes a responsibility. Are we willing to
start with just a little and see if it can help? I am reminded of a wonderful minister,
John Gerstner, who many times preached on “Faith without Works is Dead” found in
James 2:20

But that Scripture needs some explaining. Ithink Eugene Peterson’s translation in The
Message puts in today’s language for us. What physical action is required of us? Isn’t
faith enough.

“Dear friends, do you think you’ll get anywhere in this if you learn all the right words
but never do anything? Does merely talking about faith indicate that a person really
has it? For instance, you come upon an old friend dressed in rags and half-starved and
say, ‘Good morning, friend! Be clothed in Christ! Be filled with the Holy Spirit!” and
walk off without providing so much as a coat or a cup of soup—where does that get
you? Isn’t it obvious that God-talk without God-acts is outrageous nonsense? I can
already hear one of you agreeing by saying, ‘Sounds good. You take care of the faith
department; I'll handle the works department.” James 2:14-18. THE MESSAGE

We don’t have Christ multiplying food today, or do we? Can it be done by us when we
reach out to help others? There are programs to feed school children who don’t have
food on their table at home. We hear about food being dropped into areas around the
world where people are starving. Missionaries have helped people dig wells so they had
water to drink. I think this is our way of helping Christ feed those in need. We can be
just like the small boy with the loaves and fish, and the trust of Andrew. Or, we can be
like the other disciples who didn’t even try. They just knew there was no way to help so
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many people! Andrew had a great faith and confidence that Christ could do something
with just the five fish and two loaves of the young boy.

According to research on the old hymn “Trust and Obey” Dwight L. Moody was speaking
in Boston in 1887. A young man stood and said he knew very little about Christian
doctrine, but he said “I'm not quite sure-but I'm going to trust, and I'm going to obey.”
Towner jotted down and words and had Sammis do the lyrics. It has been a favorite for
many years. The words are written at the end of this devotional.

By the way, there were twelve baskets of food left after everyone had eaten. Maybe that
tells us something about doing for others first. Sometimes we are like Andrew. Many
times we are like the other disciples.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for being there for us at all times. Help us to have
the trust that Andrew had and the hope that the small boy had who thought his two
loaves and five fish would help feed five thousand people. Help us to see where we can
do a little that will help a lot. Amen

1. Do we sometimes “talk the talk”, but not “walk the walk”?

2. Do you ever fail to see something that the small child sees and then realize it later
when the child has gone on to something else?

What is the first step we can take to have the same trust that Andrew had?

What are your thoughts about “Faith without works is dead”? Explain.

Philip and Andrew seemed to have forgotten all the miracles Jesus had
performed before. When you face a crisis in your life, do you remember how God
helped you in the past?
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Refrain:

“Trust and Obey”

By Sammis and Towner

“When we walk with the Lord

in the light of his word,

what a glory he sheds on our way!
While we do his good will,

he abides with us still,

and with all who will trust and obey.

“Trust and obey, for there's no other way
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

“Not a burden we bear,

not a sorrow we share,

but our toil he doth richly repays;
not a grief or a loss,

not a frown or a cross,

but is blest if we trust and obey.
(Refrain)

“But we never can prove

the delights of his love

until all on the altar we lay;

for the favor he shows,

for the joy he bestows,

are for them who will trust and obey.
(Refrain)

“Then in fellowship sweet

we will sit at his feet,

or we'll walk by his side in the way;
what he says we will do,

where he sends we will go;

never fear, only trust and obey.
(Refrain)”




